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CONDITIONS OF THE DIVINE FELLOWSIP (3)

1 John 1:5

1 John 1:7

Bible Verses:

And this is the message which
we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is
light and in Him is no darkness
at all.

But if we walk in the light as He
is in the Ilight, we have
fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from every sin.

CLEANSED BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS

In 1:7 the apostle John says, “But if we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” In this
verse we see that we walk 1n the light, but God
is in the light, because He is light. When we walk
in the light, which 1s God Himself, we have the



co-enjoyment of the Triune God and the co-
participation in His purpose.

When we live in the divine life, we are under
its enlightenment, and it exposes, according to
God’s divine nature and through His nature 1n us,
all our sin, trespasses, failures, and defects,
which contradict His pure light, perfect love,
absolute holiness, and excelling righteousness.
At such a time we sense in our enlightened
conscience the need of the cleansing of the
redeeming blood of the Lord Jesus, and it
cleanses us in our conscience from all sins so
that our fellowship with God and with one
another may be maintained. Our relationship
with God is unbreakable, yet our fellowship with
Him may be broken. The former is of life,
whereas the latter is based upon our living,
though it is also of life. One 1s unconditional; the
other 1s conditional. This conditional one, our
fellowship with God, needs to be maintained by
the constant cleansing of the Lord’s blood.

In verse 7 John says that the blood of Jesus
cleanses us from all sin. The tense of the verb



“cleanses” 1n Greek 1s present and continuous.
This indicates that the blood of Jesus the Son of
God cleanses us all the time, continuously and
constantly. Cleansing here refers to the instant
cleansing of the Lord’s blood in our conscience.
Before God, the redeeming blood of the Lord has
cleansed us once for all eternally (Heb. 9:12, 14),
and the efficacy of that cleansing lasts forever
before God, needing no repetition. However, in
our conscience we need the instant application
of the constant cleansing of the Lord’s blood
again and again whenever our conscience 1is
enlightened by the divine light in our fellowship
with God. This instant cleansing 1s typified by
the purification of the ashes of the heifer for a
water of separation (Num. 19:2-10).

In verse 7 John specifically says that the
blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. The New
Testament speaks of sin and also of sins. “Sin”
usually refers to indwelling sin, which 1s dealt
with 1n Romans 5:12 to 8:13. “Sins” refer to
sinful deeds, the fruits of indwelling sin, which
are dealt with in Romans 1:18 to 5:11. However,



the singular sin in 1:7 with the adjective “all”
does not denote indwelling sin; rather, it denotes
every single sin we have committed since we
have been regenerated. The sins we commit after
regeneration defile our purged conscience and
need to be cleansed away by the blood of Jesus
in our fellowship with God.

When we are 1n the divine fellowship, we are
in the light, and when we are 1n the light, we are
exposed by the light. The divine light 1s much
stronger than an x-ray. This light exposes
whatever 1s wrong in our being. As we walk 1n
the light and practice the reality in the light, the
light shines within us, upon us, and through us.
Exposed by this shining, we realize that we are
wrong in many matters. We may see that we are
wrong 1n our thoughts, emotions, motives, and
intentions. We may also see that we are wrong
with certain brothers and sisters. Because we are
exposed 1n this way, our conscience Is
condemned. In order to deal with this
condemnation 1n our conscience, we need the
cleansing of the Lord’s blood. It is when we are



in the fellowship and under the light that we see
our failures, mistakes, wrongdoings, impure
motives, and evil intentions. But at this very
juncture, the blood of the Lord Jesus cleanses us
from every sin. As we have pointed out, the tense
of the Greek verb rendered “cleanses” indicates
that, when we walk in the light and are in
fellowship with God and with one another, the
blood of Jesus cleanses us constantly,
unceasingly.

JESUS HIS SON

It 1s significant that in 1:7 the apostle John
speaks of “the blood of Jesus His Son.” The
name Jesus denotes the Lord’s humanity, which
i1s needed for the shedding of the redeeming
blood, and the title “His Son” denotes the Lord’s
divinity, which is needed for the eternal efficacy
of the redeeming blood. Thus, the blood of Jesus
His Son indicates that this blood 1s the proper
blood of a genuine man for redeeming God’s
fallen creatures with divine surety for its eternal
efficacy, an efficacy which 1s all-prevailing 1n
space and everlasting in time.



The Lord’s divinity indicated by the words
“His Son” 1s a guarantee, a surety, that the
efficacy of the blood of Jesus will remain forever.
The Lord’s humanity qualifies Him to have the
blood to shed for our redemption. His divinity
insures the efficacy of the power of this
redeeming blood. The efficacy of the cleansing
blood of Jesus 1s insured forever by His divinity.

LIGHT VERSUS DARKNESS

When we are in the light, we shall be
exposed, and we shall see our sins. Then we need
to confess our sins. As we confess our sins,
spontaneously and continuously the blood of
Jesus the Son of God will cleanse us from all sin.

When we are in darkness, we are in sin.
Moreover, when we are in sin, our fellowship
with God 1s broken. But if we are exposed by the
light and confess our sins, our sins will be
washed away, and our broken fellowship with
God will be restored.

We have pointed out that in 1:7 four
matters—eternal life, the fellowship of eternal



life, the divine light, and the blood of Jesus—
form a cycle which we should experience in our
spiritual life. First we have eternal life, and in
this life we have fellowship. Fellowship brings
in light, and under the shining of the light we
experience the cleansing of the blood. Then the
blood brings us more life, and with more life we
have more fellowship. Then with more
fellowship we have more light and more
cleansing of the blood. This cycle of life,
fellowship, light, and blood repeats itself again
and again as we grow 1n life unto maturity.
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